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EXTRACTS YROM 
FOX’S LECTURES, 


' 
' 
| 
ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND NONCONVORMITY. 
' 


rre 


Jcho vin. 32, he truth shall make you free. | 
i 





f 
l 
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‘ations established by general consent, but laws established 
by Christ, the author and finisher of our faith. 


When the 
sure and imumble religuenfirst gently insinuated etse/f into 
he minds of men, the apostles claimed no dominion over 
ne faith of Christians. ‘The Christians of different church- 


es were po otherwise Connected with one another, than as 


There is a natural alllance between error and slavery, they were ail connected with Christ their head ; all of them 


fruth and liberty. 


Kor m trae they may be dissociatéd 3] were to look up to ium, and net only every church was 
but reason and Seripturég Mistory and observation, bear! ¢! 


us independent of eny other im matters of faith, but se 


withess that they cannot permanently maintain a separate was reecy indimducl, aed couseqnently noone find aay pow 
existence. Freedom of Leenary and proivesion is the ute tér over dhother in such matters: and t &3 wave f or 
sphere in which pure reiugon breathes, or the. so.) in {power now than they hed at first: Lspeak of matters of 


chat grows; and which it must find, or make, or itsel | faith, and the right of cominupion, and the ailalis of an- 


wither away. 

‘Vhe religious liberty of Christian churches 
and internal; that which they claim of the ¢ 
end that which they allow to thetr own members. 


‘ ret 


is external | 


istrate ; In being 


ous, On account of faith or worship: the Jatter in the! 


sreedom of the individuals composing such churches, to} 


form and avow their own opinions of what Christ taught, | 
yvithout being subject to censure, excommunications, or 
Logs Oh any of the advantages of Christian society and fel- 
wehiy Both ove of greatimportance. The latter, even} 
by sincere and eloquent advocates of the formey, has beeu! 


tuo often misunderstood, overlooked, or violated. They} 
are alike emanations from the same principle, the right of 
vrivate judgment; anmght which, as it ought not to be con- 





it is personal 
Ifthe majority of this congregation were 
to say toone ofits members, ** Unless you believe such a} 
doctrine, you shall not approach with us to the Lord’s ta- 
ble, you shall not worship with us, we proclaim you to be 
10 Coristion,’”? they would be violators of Christan liber- 
ty, and though not yn the same degree, yet would be pars | 
tukers of the spirit that dictated the damnatory clauses of 
the Athanasian creed, that brandished over Europe the 
thunders of the Vatican, 

Id. . P nig Di Coa ca» 
stude a heretic from their communion, they depr 
of ne civil rights. r 


disposal. 


and imalenable. 


or that kindled the fires of Smith-!} 
twhen Di 1 hua 


}¢ mn is ~ . rt 


ive him 
True: his civil rights are not at their 
‘They deprive him of all that is in their power, 
the comforts of Christian society. But has not every so- 
ciety arghtto make its own laws? No, not Christian 
‘liurches : their laws are made for them by their Master ; 
ad they cannot legislate without renouncing, Virtually, 
the Christian character. Personal liberty of thought and 
vpinion is essential to a Christian church. c 
As many sincere friends of religious liberty do not take 
tiue view Of the subject, it is expedient to advance some 
considerations in its proof, 
itis very clearly contrasted with the more. prevalent 
notion, by the Rev. H. Taylor, (Ben Mordecai, ) in bis re- 
ply to Gibbon, in a work, entitled, “ Thougtts on the 
rand Apostacy.” ** Mr. G. speaking of excommunica- 
fion, says, * itis the undoubted right of every society to| 
sclnde from its communion and benefits, such among its 
members as reject or violate those regulations which have 
een established ty gencral consent.’ Reply. his may 





: true of civil societies, but gives no right to excommu 
. Ln £ , j 

sfe or binish from Christian communion ; because the 

ve which give a right fo srebh communion. ore wal reac. 


jcther world,” 


A church means neither merce nor Jess than an assem 


bly 


‘ivil power, | which may be orderly or tumultuous, stated or accidental. 
‘Lhe | lithe New Testament it commonly -means en assembly of 
consists in the absence of all interference by the ma-jthe disciples of Christ, for the purposes of worship avd mu- 

subject to neither penalties nor priva- ‘tual edification, from which none were excluded bu 


t these 
whose immoral conduct disgraced their profession. 

Numerous conversions are recorded. ‘Ihe « 
professing his belief in Jesus, as the Christ, the Son of God, 
became immediately entitled to all the enjoyment and aa- 
vantage arising from attendance on Christian worship, the 
Lord's per, and the Society, instruction and frievdshap 
of Christians. This profession was, therefore, ie only 
ierm ofcomnunion. No precept, no fact can be alleged, 
to prove that more than this was required. 

it is abundantly demonstrated in Locke’s * Reasonable- | 
ness of Christianity,” that this profession alone constitut-) 
eda Christian. Lvery Christian, was,a member, as his 
abode might change, of every Christian church. ‘I here 
was no such thing as admisgion intoa particular church, 
distiuct from admission into the general body of behevers. 
‘The medera practice of refusing such admission, or of de- 
fining Christianity, or of making more than being a Chris- 
fian necessary for Christian fellowship, is altogether with- 
out scnptural warrant. 

Irmorality. persisted in, disqualifies for the purposes of 


mvert, on 


Sup 


i religious soci’ty ; and ior this ci ise, and tiris alone, ‘the 


founders of € oristian churches gave them authority tomx- 
clude. ‘Lhey have no right to do soon any other pretence 
Whatever. ‘The heretic, (Titus iii. 10,) who was to be 
rejected “after the first and second admonition,”’ appears 
evidently, from the use of that term, the connexion of the 
passage, and the declaration * he that is such, is subvert- 
ed, and sinneth, being condemned of bimsel/,”’ to be, not 
the conscientious holder of erroneous doctrines, but a par- 
tisan, one wishing to form aclan, and raise dissension, and 
employing means, or pursuing an object, of the wicked- 
ness of which he was conscious. 

Christians of different opinions are, doubtless, at liberty 
to associate for the promotion of those opinions, and to ex- 
clude from such combinations those who do not think with 
them. They may umte to recommend Calvinism or Are 
minianism, Adult Baptism, or Preedobaptism, ‘l'rinitarian- 
ism, or Unitarianisim ; they can then frame what laws they 
please : but they ought never to identify these associations 
with Christian churches, in which they are not authorized 
teachers, but fellow-cisciples ; and where they have no 
tight to legislate, nor any discretionary power of admis- 
sion, rejection, or excommunication. 

The first violation, therefore, of. religious liberty, and 
which leads to all the rest, is that of particular societies 
Singing on the nebt cf individual members by defining 
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Christianity. A Christian church is only a bo- 
dy of disciples ; all are to obey the Master, but 
they are not to obey one another. The majority 
has no more nmght than the minority to erect a 
standard of faith. Those who cannot, or will not 
worship with them, they have no power to retain ; 
but those who can, or wish to do so, they have 
no authority to reject. He who believes the di- 
vine mission of Christ, and acts accordingly, ought | 
not tobe kept out of any church profe<sing to be} 





sequently there were neither sects, nor parties, 





Segre wernataime +e —<— - o 


for God to punish men for doing that which waz 
His design thatmen should do. Our Saviour said 
that whosoever doeth the will of his Father, the 
same should enter into the kingdom ot heaven 
The Calvinists tell us, that all men do the wall of 
God. If all men do the will of God, all men an 
awer and accomplish the disign for which they 
were created, and must consequently be saved. 
Hf these arguments are not conclusive, 1 must 
confess my entire want of intellect fo perceive 


Calvinists have hit upona happy expedient ; they 


Christian. This was the case originally, and resell 9: a conclusion is fairly drawn. Put bere the 
| 


nor party names. 


have invented what they call the secret will. — 


euecene ence | Thi, very evidently, is amonstrous absurdity, 








FOR THE INQUIRER. 
‘ The chief end of Man, is to glorify God, and en- 
joy him for ever.” 

This is the answer to the first question in the 
Assembly of Divine’s Catechism.—A query arises 
—Will ail men accomplish the design for which 
they were created’ If it be said, No, it is ad 
mitted thatthe design of God ts frustrated, which 
would render him unhappy, and contradict an as- 
sertion that is unanimous, (viz.) that God is infi- 
nitely happy, which could not be if H« could suf: 
fer a disappointment. ‘To say that God is liable 
to be disappointed, is placing Ifim on a level with 
mankind—removing the sfability of truth, and 


carrying our minds into the tumultuous ocean of 


confusion. The Scriptures declare, that it is the 
will of God that all men should be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. To aay, 
then, that all men will not be saved, is to say that 
God will be disappointed. Now I ask, in the 
name of common sense, has such a being a just 


cluim on the confidence of his creatures? It will 
not do to say that any being will be eternally mis- 


erable, unless we grant that it is the will of God. 


if we say that it is His will, that any part of man- 
kind should be endlessly miserable, we say that 
God has two wills which are contradictory to each- 


\as it is lotroducing a secret will, which, when it 
;comes to be known, is in direct contradiction to 
the one revealed in the Scriptures ; and Is per- 
fectly irreconcilable. 1 am led to beheve one 
thing, (i. e.) if the Calvimists have found out and 
published the secrets of God. He will be careful 
how he discloses his secrets for the future. For 
in as much as seeret imples hidden, concealed, 
or covered up, and they have been and published 
it in Gath, and tn the streets of Askelon, it is no 
more a secret. Itis inconsistent to talk any more 
about the secret will of God. 1 congratulate my 
fellow men that the light of divine truth, has in a 
measure dispersed the darkness which has long 
pervaded the human mind. May that God who is 
a sun and a shield shortly arise with healing in his 
wings, disperse every shade of darkness, and give 
light, und life, and joy, and peace, to the whole 
world, and save us irom error of every descrip- 
tion. 

I see but little difference between the Calvin- 
istic doctrine, and that of the Arminians. Foi 
they also admit, that the chief end of man is to 
glorify God and enjoy him for ever; and assert 
that Christ died for all ; that He made an atone 
ment for ali, but affirm as strongly as the Calvin 
ist, that all will not be saved. Let us look at the 
absurdity that necessarily follows, from the ad 
‘mission of the assertion that Christ died for all, 
‘unless we admit that all will be saved. It is ac- 








other, which is an absurdity. {t is astonishing knowledged to be the will of God that all men 
that mankind, who possess rational faculties, will should be saved, and that Christ has died that he 
introduce a doctrine that is destructive of man’s|might bring us to God. To say, then, that all 
happiness, and is an imposition upon common|men will not be saved, argues an inability in God 
sense. We need not goto France, or Germany.'tosave all. To say that we have power to save 
to find a doctrine that is more derogatory to the] ourselves, is contradicting the Seriptures, which 
character of God, than Atheism ; we behold it in' declare, by grace are ye saved and that not of 
many pulpits in our own country. l yourselves, it is the citt of Gol. Rasen Wo 
oc Acartng fhe Calintc syeem, Gu batman cometh unto me, except the Father which 
. s pass. od} sent me draw bim. Again—** And 1, if I be hift- 

then, is the author of every event, and is the prox-jed up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
imate, or eflicient cause of all things, all things}No one will dispute but what Christ has been 
must be according to His choice. ~ Wifted up from the earth. I ask, have we not just 
as good reason to say, that Christ has not been 


i would ask, then, for what is man sent to hell. 
where he must experience the wrath of God)}lifted up, as to say, that he will not draw all men 
unto himseli—or that He is not the Saviour of al! 


poured out upon him to all eternity ? Is it for 
er " a7 a _ ' ( . 
. i Wh sig : ‘ ? s ss 7 r . * ;. 
tied we = God designed he should do? Eve ryi|men ? Now itis evident that Christ cannot be the 


irnind must admit. that: ey ’ eas ae. eae . ae 
mind must admit, that it would be unjustiSaviour ofall men, tf he does not save all. 
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of an endless punishment 
have involved themselves in a contradiction, that 
i cannot of myself reconcile. 1 must therefore 
leave it to those that are interested in it, to inform 
me how a portion of mankind can be eternally’ 
miserable, and yet all men ‘ glorify God and en- 
soy him for ever.” 

B.H. 


Nxtract of aletter from a Subscriber ta Euclid, 

; Ohio, to the Editor. 

‘* T conceive, that religious errors ought to be 
neld up to: view, and if no other method will an- 
ewer, ridiculed , because false notions of religion, 
help to demoralise seciety by corrupting both the 
morals and manners of us votaries. The doc- 
trines of the Trinity, of an immortal and infinite 
devil, ofa place of endless and unlimited torments, 
us eternal as God himself, &c. are sa absurd, that 
they can never be believed by any rational man 
without the help of mystery.—I rejoice that we 
liveia a day and age that admits of the free inves- 
tigation of religions sabjects. | very well remem- 
her when L thought that Universalist, Deist, and 
Devil, were synonimous terms. Bot, my friend, 
the dark ages are past—King-craft and Priest 
‘raft have become too stale and too well under- 
stood by the people generally, at the present day, 
to answer their former nefarious pu: poses. 

‘* }iow it should come about, thai the great re- 
formists, should discard the doctrines of Transub- 
stantiation, the granting or selling of indulgences, 
the infallibility of his holiness the Pope, &c. 
while they retained those of the Trinity, of an in- 
‘nite devil, of endless misery, of predestination, 
Jc. is to me unaccountabie.”’ 

— 
Another extract, from a distant Correspondent. 


‘* | would like to hear if the knowledge of the 
Gospel is increasing much in my native state—and 
whether the old ‘* Saybrook Platform,” does not 
begin to tremble and totter. Ifthe Religious In- 
quirer circulates much in Connecticut, I think 
our old blue * must be put into a great di 
lemma. 

‘‘ Charles S. Stewart, the young Missionary 
Priest, you mention as having been ordained in 
Albany for the Sandwich Islands, has been at my 
house since his ordination. I did not know how- 
ever, he was the same man, nor did I mistrust he 
was a Priest, tillafter he was gone. Inthe course 
of conversation he informed me that he had a 
brother on board the ship Franklin, and he said 
he was himself going to sea.—l asked him if he 
was going in one of our ships of war? He said, 
No—but he was going in the mercantile line, to 
the Pacific Ocean. I dont know what he meant 
—whether he was going to trade in the souls of 








* This is a term applied to zealous Calvinists in this 
State—originating from the BLUE LAws, of which they 
were the formers, and defenders, 
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the poor Indians, with a view to increase the stock 
of that article in heaven—or, whether his own 
personal emolument in a speculation in such arti- 
cles as could be procured in that quarter, in order 
to increase bis stock of goods upon the earth—ts 
more than I can determine. The latter, howev- 
er, is the most rational idea, and our Priests of 
the Mission School, are up to any set of men in 
the art of money catching.” 





By the following Letter, our readers will find (hat we were 
misinformed as to Mr. Nettleton’s having left Somers.— 
It appears that he is still preaching in that place, and 
has extended his labors to Wiibraham, Mass. where he 
seems to be successful in producing more cases of in- 
sanity. We had indulged the hope that the unfortunate 
Mr. Fuller, had been blessed with returning sanity of 
mind ; but this, it appears, is not the case. We werc 
informed that after the commission of the injuries in- 
flicted upon the family by Mr. F. the friends of Netth 
ton had stated that these acts of cruelty were done in a 
fit of intoxication, in hopes to save Mr, N. from the just 
indignation of the enlightened part of community ; but 
did not consider it necessary to mention if in our last.— 
We now notice it, that our readers may understand the 
observation of our correspondent on the *‘ rum pretext,” 
and they will alsolearn the means adopted to screen 
from merited contempt, measures, that are a disgrace to 
an enlightened community.—Epiror. 


———, July 28, 1822 
Rev. Sir, 

I wish to correct some things which | com. 
municated to you, in the story relative to Mr, 
\Nettleton and Mr. Fuller. One is, Mr. Nettle 
ton has not gone from these parts. He has prea- 
ched here to-day. 1 understand he has traversed 
in his eccentric orbit, as far north as Wilbraham, 


gree of insanity. One man, in particular, smites 
hinself with his fists, with repeated and astonish- 
ing violence. How long before he wii! resort to 
the knife, or some deadly weapon, time only can 
determine. 

With respect to Mr. Fuller, he has not been 
sane, (as was reported,) since the barbarous tra- 
gedy in his family. He is at times so ravingly 
distracted, that it is necessary to bind him hand 
and foot, with the addition of one or two able bod- 
ied men to watch him. In these violent fits he 
gives vent to awful imprecations against Mr. Net- 
tleton, who was the cause of his conduct and situa- 
tion. This last fact, Nettleton’s best friends are 
now constrained to acknowledge. The Rum pre- 
text is vanished, as he continues to be deranged, 
without ardent spirits. 

Sa 

A Moral Precept.—T ry to obtain an equanimity 
of temper which nothing can rvffle—Be always 
calm and cool, the same in adversity as in prog 








perity, ‘never elated, never depressed.” 





Mass. where he has aroused the people to a de- ~ 
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: 164 . RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
'* AOR Ar SS TNT emeete saan ae SNR — ae 
FOR THE INQUIRER. {they have no foundation im Scripture ner in ia- 
} . = , . ’ = 
OF ti ation of the Scriptures ‘ture, neither the Sacred Volume, ner any voca- 
a ne @€xpciieadleion OF tk Criplures, : : : — 
F . - Lolary contained words to convey ideas whieh 
\ é * 


* ‘ : Se awe a ot: . P oa. ° ® ° . 
(No. 10. Continued from page tol.) jwere altogether artificial, and existed only in the 
in noticing the corruptions of Christiani'y by imaginations of their authors. 


if the first Christian philosophers, we attemptec,iny We subjotn an extract from Dr. Priestly’s His 


| an , 
: our jast number, to prove that the practice of j tory of Early Opiaions, in support of the views 
Jegorizing the Scriptures, was of Pagan origin, andj here disclosed. 
: * a . . . f 1 ry Cc ' ’ 
borrowed from the practice of ¢ xplainng the Gre- | ** The doctrine of the Trinity, was the work 
: cian mysterics. We will now attempt to sh Ww. of the Platonic philosophers, who when they em 
i: at what is commonly called the doctrine of thei braced Christianity, retained much of their for- 
t t " 5 


{ 


Trinity, sprang from the same source—that i is mer tenets ; and the rather, as, in their opinion 
an offspring of the Platonic philosophy, and prou-ithese doctrines contributed to enhance the digni- 
ably would no more have been thought of as one'{y of the head of their new religion, so that he 
of the truths disclosed in revelation, than avy of might with propriety be denominated Gov, as wel! 
3 the doctrines of Zoroaster, had it not been for thejas Men. And the greatest objection to the Chris 
psendo philosophy of the learned men who ust (tian religion in all the early ages, was the mean- 


} embraced Christianity. loess of its founder, viz. a crucified malefactor. 
The leading principle of Piato’s philosophy was| + According to Plato, there were three princi 
Bt iy the existence of a Supreme Mind, absiract trom; ples, as he termed them, in the universe— Ihe 
; matter, which was the first and moving cause of| Good, or the Supreme Mind—his intellect, or ideas 
‘i all things. This Supreme Intelligence, was the}—and the sovl ofthe world —The second of these 
4 


source from whence all subordinaie intelligences; principles, Philo, the learned Jew of Alexandria, 

: Ge were derived, which were regarded as emana-jcalled rocos, aterm borrowed frot the Scrip- 
2 tions from it, and it was considered, were to re-|tures,in consequence of its there being said, that 
turn to it. ‘hese emanations, although they hadjthe world was made by the word, or Locos of God 

been separated trom their source, were still con- jas Plato has made his ideas, or intelligible world 


sidered as belonging to it, and forming a part ot|to be the immediate source. or cause, of the visi- 
it. ‘Ths philosophy also tanght that Goc, or the; ble aniverse. In application of these principles 
4 Supreme Mind, whilst he existed independent ofito the Jewish religion, the Locos, that power or 


matter, auimated the universe, and became the| principle, from which the universe originated, was 
principle or soulof the world. Woailstonthe one!thought to be something emitted from the Su 
hand it was intended to maintain the existence of| preme Mind, and capable of being drawn into i 
the Supreme Mind wholly iadependent of matter, again, asa ray of light was then conceived to be, 
onthe other, it was deemed necessary to support] with respect to the Sun. 
an intimate connexion between them ; and whilst 
it was intended to maintain the unity of God, or 
the Supreme Mind, the existence of other distinct 
. intelligences derived from the same source, was 
admitted. Bat it would not do to concede that! bright clond, or Glory, which had been the sym 
these emanations from the Supreme Mind were|bol of the Divine presence in the tabernacle anc 
entirely and effectually separated from it ; for if|the temple. 
so, it would have divided ard multiplied itself,! «In this doctrine, the Platonizing Christians ac 
which would have destroyed the unity of God.— | ded, that this divine ray, or LOGOS, was perme 
These ideas are evidently not very conststent with|nently attached to the person of Jesus Christ , 
each other, ani in order to support this theory,!and this emanation being of the essence of God 
Plato maintained that God, or the Supreme Mind, | Christ, they said, might, on this account, be pro- 
had three distinct hypostases, or modes of exist-!perly called Gop. According to these philoso- 
ence ; the first, as independent and entirely sep-' phising Christians, therefore, the whole person 
arate from matter—the second, in his emanations of Christ consisted in three parts, viz. a body, a 
or intellect—and the third, as animating matter, | proper human soul, and also this divine uncreated 
forming the soul of the world. ‘Locos, so that he was both God and Man. But 


‘ 


‘** This divine ray, or emanation, was supposed 
not only to have made the world, but also to have 
appeared to the Patriarchs—to have delivers 
the Law from Mount Sinai, and to have been that 






























these principles formed a part of the Platonic! 


“age we , hence | And they were the more careful to do this, 
the Christians derived their notions of a ** Triune' that they might not give too much offence to the 
God,” —notions which cannot be conveyed with- great body of Christians, who were justly alarm 


out inventing language for the purpose ; for, as|cd at a notion, which looked so like a viclation 
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of the greatest doctrine of all revelation, that of 
the Unity of God.” 

Jasti who like Athenagoros, Origen, 
and others, had been a Platonic philosopher be- 
fore he embraced Christianity, and still retained 
nis old principles, was the first who suggested the 
idea of the divine logos, or emanation, being com- 
municated to Christ. This divine emanation be- 
mg regarded as a part of God, Christ was constd- 
ered as partaking of the nature of God. No im 
portance, at this time, was attached to the imma- 
culate conception of Christ, but his divinity was 
iounded wholly upon the idea of his having had 
communicated to bim a part of the divine nature. 
Hence arose the notion of his two natures and 
one person. Tle had, it was said, a human body 
andahuman soul, and united all the attributes of 
humanity ; but there was superadded to hima 

part of the divine essence, which gave hima di- 
ine natvre, without destroying or changing his 
human nature; be therefore became Ged and 
Man both. At this time, however, it was only 
considered that he partook of the divine essence 
or had received sucha communication from God 
as invested him with a divine noture. Ue was net 
considered as being equal with God, and much 
fess, as being God. Such an idea would have 
shocked the opinions of the mass of the Christians, 
who, as it was, were greatly offended with this 
doctrine. The object of all this subtlety seems 
to have been, to elevate the character of Christ. 
the fonnder ef Christianity, and to invest him with 
divinity, or a divine nature. The early writings 
of the Christian philosophers were almost entire- 
ly in defence, and apologies, tor C hristianity. — 
s hey attempted to defend the Christian system by 
assimilating it to the prevailing systems of philos- 
ophy, aad ny attempting to establish its conformi- 
ty tothe fashionable and orthodox religion of that 
day. 

When the barriers of truth are broken down, 
and error introduced, it is difficult to stop its pro- 
icress, or foresee itsconsequences. The doctrine 
of the divinity of Christ proceeding from the di- 
vine /ogos, or emanation, having succeeded, al- 
though not without great opposition from the un- 
learned, and from some of the learned, Justin ven- 
tured astep farther, and asserted that Christ was 
in all respects equal to God his Father. 

These notions formed the elements of the doc- 
frine of the Trinity ; but the doctrine itself was 
at this period, by no means established. The 
subject continued to agitate the Christian world 
until the reign of Constantine, when the dispute 
was called the Arian controversy, from Arius, a 
priest of Alexandria, who was the leader of one 
party ; Alexander, a Bishop of the same place, 
was al the head of the other. it was proposed to 
veler the question to the Emperor, who at first 
considered it as an ‘ idle sort of a question, which 
occasioned division among the people ;”’ but the 
dispute becoming serious in its consequences, af- 


a Martyr, 


.{this mysterious doctrine, and do to this day. 


.| practices. 


terwards, im the year 325, he called the famou 

Council of Nice, to settle this, and other disput 
ed points which agitated the empire. This Coun 
cil was divided into two parties, from political and 
interested views ; Alexander being a Bishop, 
nearly all the bishops supported his doctrine , 
and the priests, of whom 2,000 were said to have 
been present, adhered to Arius, he being a priest. 
It was at the time, in a great measure, a contro- 
versy between the Bishops and the Priests. ‘The 
result was, as might have been expected, that the 
bishops prevailed. Arius was banished, and his 
books ordered to be burnt. 

By their intrigues the bishops prevented the 
priests from voting ; and the Emperor discover- 
ing their conduct afterwards, recalled Arins and 
banished Athanasius, and the more obnoxtous of 
the Trinitarian party. 

This Council condemned the doctrines of Arius, 
but did not very definitely define and settle the 
mystery of the Trinity ; the Trinitarian party dit- 
fered widely in their opinions and explanations o 





The 
dispute continued not only with the Arians who 
were still numerons, but among the Triniturians 
themselves, so that in the year 381, another Coun- 
cil was held at Constantinople, to settle this, and 
other points of controversy, which continued to 
agitate the Christian world. Here the Holy 
Ghost was decided to be a distinct person, and had 
his character assigned him in the Trinity. And 
in 431 at a General Council heid at Ephesus, it was 
determined that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was 
entitled to divine honors, and a proper object of 
divine worship, and thenceforward she received 


the Reformation, and to this day, in the Catholic 
church. She was deified, and formed in some 
sense, a fourth perso: in 
the same honours, and was 
worship. 

But we must break off abruptiy, lest we exceed 
our prescribed limite. 


equally an object of 


TRENCHARD. 


A Domestic Missionary who preached in the 
second society in this city, on the 4th instant, 1s 
said to have displayed a becoming zeal in defend. 
ing the Platform. He told his hearers, that man- 
kind had an idle and dangerous curiosity to run 
after new and strange doctrines, and cautioned 
them against the alarming consequences of such 
Let who may come along, Methodist, 
Quaker, Universalist, or Unitarian, the people 
would flock in crowds tohearthem. He became 
so animated, he declared that, if the Devil himself 
was toturn preacher, (not Missionary,) from the 
novelty of the thing, and an idle curiosity, he would 
probably have more hearers than many orthodox 
divines. This ts undoubtedly very alarming to 
Calvinistic priests ; yet at the same time I think 





it very hard that the people should be blamed for 


the title of the other of God, which continued to, 


the Trinity, received. 
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entertaining a curiosity to hear or see his Setennie'| ARS ARE TE AAG SE PUNE AE POLAT 
Majesty, w hen in the Calvinistic system he is made Kicliqnous Fnquirer. 


‘ae a personage of so much power and consequence. : 
T he pious Missionary did not inform his hearers} HARTFORD, SATU RDAY, AUGUST 17, 1822. 


what kind of a preacher he thought the devil] ——- — —- 
. would make, or haa doctrine he ona preach , INCREASE OF LIBERAL SE NTIMENTS 

but as it would be his object to destroy souls, it is It is with indescribable pleasure we behold the 
probable he would oe h up one of the funda-|rapid progress of liberal and enlightened senti 
mental principles of Calvinism, and endeavor to|ments, W hich are raising the minds of our fellow 
convince his hearers, that it is just and reasonable, |men, from the bondage of superstition and bigot 
: and right, that they gow be dumned, in order to\ry, into that state of rational LIBERTY, which is the 
make out a cood title to them.—The learned Mis. |birth- right of every man. Long has the human 
i sionary said, that the true faith was surrounded, mind lain under the thick cloud of superstitious | 
,. th enemies, and assailed at ali points—that it be- livnorance ; the vivid flashes of hell fire hath k - 
4 came necessary for the faithful to stand on the de-| them in cot atinual alarm, and the thundering de 
fence, with arms in their hands - : toadmit no com-|nunciations of eternal wr rath, more terrible gui 




















j promise with error; and to defend every inch of the awful thunders of § “inai’s mount, have kept men 
= eround.—lIf the enemy was suffered to take their )in continued subjection io those who have land un 
% out: posts, encouraged by success, he would soon|wait to deceive, and make merchandize of the 
i 


storin their camp “wed even besiege their strong, flock. 

ey oe: fortresses. [If they gave up one point, they mus st The Suan of Righteousness hath arisen with 
soon yield another, and the whole systemn would| healing in his wings. The light of divine trath 
‘ soon be destroyed by piece-meals. Ey ery stick|beams forth in bright effulgence—the dark cloud 
















of timber removed from a building, exposes and 
weakens the fabric, until it finally falls to the 
ground. The whole system must stand or fall to- 
gether. Original sin, total depravity, free grace, 
and elective grace, predestination, election, rep- 
robation, the perseverance of the saints, and mi- 
raculous conversion—all must be defended. Con- 
ference meetings must be kept up, and all the 
means resorted to, necessary to produce miracz- 
lous conversions. —if you are reproached by the|t 
enemies of the truth, with being fanatics, dupes, 
and the subjects of delusion, do not mind it—your 





reward in heaven will be the creater. 


unfortunately comes too late. 


other, as indefensible. 
if they wish the people to maintain al! the 


which brooded o’er the mind, with its pestilentia! 
vapors, is giving way before the light of life, and 
men are arising as from the sleep of death. They 
shake off the dust of superstition—leap for joy, 
as prisoners delivered from a dark and dreary 
prison—and hail the happy day of gospei light anc 
liberty. Never did the wretched captive, deliv- 
ered from Algerine slavery, rejoice with so much 
heartfelt gratitude, as those who, having been en- 
tangled in the toils of Calvinistic absurdity and 
darkness, rejoice, when they behold “ the Lord 
is good to all,’ and that ‘‘ his tender mercies are 
over all his works,’ and experience the power- 


The advice of this itinerant, may be good—but | ful influence of that heaven-born charity which 
It little becomes!never faileth, in her good wishes, and earnest, 
he Calvinistic preachers to tell the people to!anxions desires, for the salvation of men. 

and fast, and not to yield an inch of the baittle- | 
ground, when they themselves have been for| we are daily receiving the heart-cheering intelli- 
"years abandoning one point and position after an! 


From every quarter of this our happy country, 


gence of the great increase of those w ho see the 


‘aught of Troth, and hasten to enjoy its blessings. 
Societies are forming continually, and entering 
points of Calvinism, it would perhaps be as “wal into fe Howship with us. 


Within the year past 


that they set the. example.—lHlow long is it since| we have had many accessions to the ministry from 
they discontinued preaching the agreeable and! other denominations, some of whom have for sev- 
popular doctrine of election and predes tination, | € ral years preached the unmerciful doctrine of 
and condemning the doctrines of free grace and| eternal punishment. And we have reason to be- 
jree will? —One Rev'd orthodox, who labors very |lieve there are many others, whose minds are 
near the spot where these sentiments were deliv-| much tried between asense of duty to preach the 



















ered, not long since declared, that he never had| 


areached the doctrine of election. —W hen they have 
foundit necessary to abandon, not the minor points, 
but the fundamental dogmas of Calvinism, it seems 
to be with a poor grace they call on their follow- 
ers to relinquish nothing, when they have them 
selves relinquished ai/ except the name, and their 
influence over their deluded followers.—We do 
aot pretend to give the language, or any thing 
snore than the substance of the remarks of the 
‘ous Missionary. 


doctrine of Universal grace, and the apprehen- 
sions of losing that popularity they now enjoy, 
and the smiles of those, who would at once be- 
come their enemies, on acknowledging their be- 
lief in the salvation of all men. These, we are 
persuade d, we shall soon hail, as brothers in the 
ministry, whose ex: unple will be followed by thou- 

sands, who now in secret, believe in the mercy of 
God, who strengthened by example will openly 





lacknowledge the truth as itis in Jesus. 


Nor do we confine eur rejoicing to the wide 
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spreading of liberal sentiments by Universalists. mind, and accomplish their own designs. —T hese 
Our Unitarian brethren, with enlightened views: papers are 
of the divine character, are laboring to dispel the | Plain Truth—Canendaigua, N. Y. 
mist of ignorance, and to lead the mind from many Reformer—Philadelphia. 
of those absurd points of doctrine, which origin-| We are also much gratified that many News- 
atedin the dark ages of Popery, and owe their papers are occasionally devoting a column for the 
existence tothe witt and opinions of men, not. spreading of that knowledge which is necessary to 
being found in the Word of God. We rejoice in|rouse the mind from its present stupor, and to 
their prosperity, and hail every accession of e0- | lead to the inquiry, for what purpose are such 
sieties to them, ag a victory over error, supersti-|sums of money collected by the clergy, and how 
tion, and bigotry. jarethey expended? Itis to be hoped that others 
‘The spread of liberal sentiments is not confined who have exercised their talents in delivering 
io this country. England and Scotland receive;men from one species of slavery, will contend as 
the light, and from recent intelligence, the pros-'nobly, to deliver them from the other. They must 
pect 1s animating—and we have reason to believe know, that the power which has been in the hands 
that the church, which has long been in the wil-: ofthe clergy was produced by their immense rich- 
‘lerness, is now coming forth in the majesty of) es. The same scheme is pursued by the clergy in 
her power, leaning on the breast of her Belov-|our country to obtain wealth. By having money at 
ed. their command, they canimpose a man upon a s0- 
We are of the opinion, that the present} ciety or parish, when the majority will not support 
pleasing prospects have been produced, inagreat; him ; and what more they will do with their funds, 
measure, by the several periodical publications,: time only can develope. It is then the duty of the 
which have been circulated among the people ; for friends of rational liberty, to stay an increase of 
the clergymen engaged in this heavenly employ-;| power, which may be used to the injury of nian.— 
ment of enlightening the mind, have been, and are| The same spirit which gave birth to the isquisi- 
still very few. Besides, every exertion has been! rion, lives at the present day, and shews itself in 
made, to prevent people attending public worship | those bitter invectives, and wishes for power to 
when they had the opportunity of hearing any thing ‘stay the progress of Jiberal sentiments.—Often it 
liberal. We are, therefore, persuaded that those is said, even in this city, there ought to be a law 
publications have been and are the means of doing! to stop these things.—Give these people the pow- 
much good, as many can, and do secretly read,!er, and there would soon be an Auto da fe—soon 
when they dare not publicly attend religious wor-| would the stake be fixed, the faggots piled around 
ship. We consequently rejoice in beholding works, the victim ; and these liberal publications with 
of this kind presented to the public, and shall give | their authors, would be committed to the flames. 
our aidintheir circulation. Itis notmore than five | We rejoice, in the liberty we enjoy. Bigotr 
years since a periodical work, advocating liberal}may gnash its teeth, and superstition set up it 
sentiments, was first published, in the United|death howl; we are protected by those laws 
which guarantee the privilege of worshipping God 











States ; and we now have the following, conduct- | 


ed by men of Talents and Learning. according to the dictates of our own consciences. 
UNIVERSALISTS. That our children through successive generations 
— —" . Ba may enjoy these precious blessings, we will faith- 
Universalist’s Magazine—Boston. : ; *, a 
. Pee fully labor inthe good cause of Universal Bene- 
Do. do. Philadelphia. 


. , volence, and give encouragement to every serious 
Gospel Herald—New- York. 2” c —) lned, doee 
tape sa — and honest endeavor, to deliver man from spiritual 
Christian Intelligencer— Portland, Maine. - ; . 
eae. Me , bondage. The extensive patronage this paper 
Christian Repository—-Redding, Vermont. ; E ' 
“ ' - has received, far exceeding the most sanguine 
There is also a Prospectus at this Office, for ; ree 
; expectations of the publishers, is encouraging, as 
another paper to be called the I/erald of Salva-|.,. er oe 
. ae NY itis an evidence (notwithstanding all its enemies 
tion, to be printed in Watertown, N.Y. tek eg & 
sR ACORN nay say against it,) that it is not altogether un- 
— UNTPARIANS, worthy of notice. As the year is nearly closed, 
Christian Disciple—Cambridge. we shall in a few weeks issue a Prospectus, for a 
Miscellany—Baltimore. Second Volume—that those who may wish to be- 
Christian Register—Boston. come subscribers, can have the opportunity. 
Philanthropist—New- Bedford. Subscriptions for the several works mentioned, 
Unitarian Defendant—Charleston, S. C. | will be received at this Office. 
Liberal Recorder—Spring field. m—-s 
in addition to which, there are other publica- SPAIN. 
tions, the editors of which, though they may not} In the siting of the Cortes of the 15th April, 
wish to be classed with either of these denomina-|the proposed new organization of the clergy was 
tions, are nevertheless engaged in delivering the|discussed.—By it the number of the Religious* 
mind from the impositions, practised by those een 
whose labors bave been directed to enslave the ” Priests, Friars, Monks, &es 
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6 ica aa eat 7 a aes ; . . * 7 ‘ y 4 ry F , ve a ae ee nti 
who are represented as far exceeding the neces-, toration '—If any of the advocates of tucse senti- 


sities of the people, is reduced upwards of Seven- ments will give us these proofs, and the interme 
ry-three thousand, and asaving to the ation gained tron how man can be blamed tor not Conng weat he 


’ 


of about $28,000 daily ! ! besides what may ac- 3s 


erue from the labor of so many hitherto useless a place in the columns of the Inguire- 
drones. One hundred and thirteen Colleges, 00 -  gqp——ngeenanaee RENRIE TIE IST: APOIO T: 


beys, priories, &c. are suppressed. 

(ltis worthy of remark, that many things which 
they are putting down ia Old Spain, we are set- 
tiag up and promoting in this country | 

Philad. Reformer. 

As the Clercy in this country have made many bitter | 
lamentations on the awful state of the heathen, who are 
perisuing by thousands for lack of knowledge, muallions 
of whom are sinking down to hell for the want of a learned 
‘competent ministry—and are exerting themselves to bring | 
forth pious young men into the ministry—but are not able | 
to obtain as many as are requisite to the great work of | 








unable to do, their communication shai have 





SELECTED 





There is a thought caa hit the soul 
Above the dull, cold sphere that bounus 2! ;— 
A star that sheds iis mild control, 
Brightest when Griet’s dark cloud surrounds 31; 
And pours a soft, pervading ray, 
Lite’s ills may never chase awa? 
When earthly joys have left the breast, 
And e’en tie last fond hope ts cherish’ 
Of mortal ! liss—-too, like the rest— 


E sanctification —effectual calling—God’s ever) 
@) final perseverance of the saints to glory and in glory, with | 
PMany others, as detailedin the Holy Scriptures.” | 

j 


converting the heathen—would it net be well for them to} 

rend acommittee to Spain to engage in their service these | 

73,000 Priests, Friars, and Monks, who are aircady pre- | 

pared for the ministry ?—This would save the long time | 

necessary to prepare pious youth for the work—during | 

which so many THOUSAND SOULS are sinking into eternal 
} 


Beneath wo’s withe rng touch hath perisi’d 
With farieless luatre streams that light 


A halo on the brow of night! 
And bitter were our sojourn here, 
tu this wide wilderness of sorroy 
id ; denier oth “ Did not that rainbow beam appes 
- tion ‘ if the S. aT ald also sa oak ; 
* rdition for want of pr moa 0S, = 4 1t Would also save Phe herald of a brighter morrov 
ine mmmense expence of cau te  P ae t+) a A merovul beacon from 
It cannot be conside: ed as an anges tion th these priests io cuide us to Eternits 
ave been brought up - the yur Catholic faith, for eae 
at : ¢ « . ne. 7. 1¢ i “ , — 
there 13 not a greater difference between that system of rN ae ala 7a 
Catth « Sh adtidie’ “think thas to tertyeced Culetotele and ite ANOTHER VICTIM. 2% 
rith and Calvinism, than there 1s between Calvinists and nis 
me we te ae —— in the ee ce SE A Mrs. Stevens, of Graton, N. Y. commrtled 
And while there is such an anxious desire to produce a/J:_; . ' 5 
se d while : : : sat, : icide by hanging herself, on the 15th uit. She 
UNION of ALL DENOMINATIONS, such readiness to take had | - ff ‘a ; rag . é 
‘ > ¢ ; “pf 7s 1H "@SSTK S > 
those by the hand, who have long been trampled upon and | *!™ een a ectec DY Teusious impressions previ 
called by every vile epithet, there can be no possible ob- ously to this time, and it Is supposed she was ine 
jection to employ those, whose serv "e s are found unneces-!state of mental derangement, which led her 
ahi tin 9 ° “ Whin arp Cone ™ ae ie = ' 
sary in Spain, and who ar conside red as a moth and bur commit the melancholy deed 
ce rip the people, m a spina: ol “a much bene voience —_ 
and piety, as the saving of the poor heatien from ENb- me Gee rer 
NESS WOK. ANECDOTE. 
Two gentlemen of different sentiments being once 


~ it 
—_—— — } 


oF ks ‘ 1% . ;}company e of the ade a remark which kk he ot} 
In the Redisious Intelligencer published in Pro- wd gunalbaalen ea ecto Dae pan pet te 
4 RV fad hi eR: : to think he was a Universalist ; upon which te said, | hope 
Vieence, Nh. t. we ine t % age ing i = xtract) Sir, that youdo not believe in the doctrine of Universalism 
’ ° , ’ - . 
froma Sermon delivered by the Rey. Dr. Rodgers,| Phe other immediately rephed that he did, and had fos 
of Philadelphia, at the funeral of the Rev. John|meny years. “ Why, (rephed the friend) this is a very 
; “ms : BL lactvins ould only het a 
Pitman of Seekouk, Mss --Speaking on the charac- . hee. = ese a 11 could only believe at, | would in 
_ “ so . : dulge myselfin the practice of every vice.” ; lo yor 
ter of Mr. Pitman, as a Minister of Christ, he says, | 1 pt ores , eee psd date 
2 ; tag ic 5 . really believe so, asked the other? “Indeed Ido, (he re- 
Asa J inasler of Jesus Christ, he maintained with plied ;) If Il believed as you do, | would enjoy myself at 
arnestness the fundamental doctrines of our holy religion, |once.”” And do you believe there is no moral chunze at 
" Sane a mak 2° hI, To. That “4 " ao oe ae ea 
hic preesour truths of a precious Bible. q he we ity ol the |or after death, asked the other? “ None at alf,.?? te 
on of God—original sin—total depravity—inability ct 
the creature towards his own restoration —regeneralion —- 


‘ 











té 
lplied. Then, said his friend, if you get to heaven, you wil! 
‘ia for ever, for you are there to have the same disnousitic: 
asting love—) and tuere will be no hell to restrain you. . 

Bost. Univer. Mag 
TT we 


We invite Dr. Rodgers, or any other Doctor, | - ROMAN MISSAL. 

or advocate, for these fundamental doctrines, to} A work bearing the above title, was recently published 

point out tous the chapter and verse in the ‘* pre- in thes city, ahr of the Roman Charch in America 

cious Bible,” which proves the Deity of the Son|.P: “’% We reac as mnows— °° O truly necessary sin of 

of God original S| and t ld SE And Adama, which hath been biotted out by the death of Christ 

. a In——ane ota Gepravity. ANGIO h tppy fault, which deserved such and so great a Re- 

also to inform us, if there 13 an iNapiLivy in man!deemer ™ 

towards his own sal vation, or restoration, and he Who, in his se nses, could utter this in sincerity, and 

is dependent on the effectual calling, and everlas- then contend for the interminable misery of millions, for 
; Ms "necess; ; Sins. * >| ee 2 . ‘aul « 299 ily } . 

‘ing tove of God, how he ts to blame for not be-| , ae nanan cr happy fault Verity, these 

ner saved ? ; d vhat ¢ ‘ | f . I ings are astonishing . 

ing saved ' and on WNa grount 0 propriety 1e 


N.Y. Gospel Heratd. 








yi ie FUBLISHED SEMI-MONTULY, AT $1 PER ANN. IN A)D- 
~ , »* ate ‘ , hens or ~] ~ verry "£> ° = - ‘i 
i") ML to do any Ling fowards his OWD Te3-; VANCE. A FEW RODS SOUTL OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE 





‘ing and sanctifying grace, while the Bible teaches 








